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Cowslip Orchid Loop     220 metres  
              
A relatively easy short 15 minute loop trail through sheoak woodland 
that contains some slopes and steps (grade 2). Wildflowers can be 
seen early winter through spring including the vibrant hybrid pink fairy 
and cowslip orchid. 

Fringed Mantis Loop     273 metres  
                  
An easy short 15 minute loop trail through sheoak woodland that  
contains some slopes and steps (grade 2). Wildflowers can be seen 
early winter through spring. Be surprised by the number of orchids in a 
small area and listen for the native birds.

                  
Thank you to the local Beverley Naturalist Club for their work in the conservation of Brooking 
Street Bushland Reserve. Their dedication to preserving and protecting the flora and fauna of  
Beverley is a great asset to our beautiful town.            
                    
Beware of wildlife and snakes. It is recommended to wear closed in shoes and long trousers 
when walking in the reserve. Mosquitoes are prevalent and insect repellant is advisable.  
Every effort is made to ensure the walk trails are clear of debris, however at times there may 
be fallen branches and slippery mud that can pose some risks. Please ensure that you leave 
no trace and take only photos and your rubbish with you. 

Remember that it is prohibited by law to remove any wildflowers.       
                   
The Shire of Beverley acknowledge the traditional owners of country and we pay our respects to 
their Elders past, present and future. We acknowledge Balladong Noongar people as the original 
custodians of the land on which you stand.             

Beverley Visitor Centre        
            
141 Vincent Street, Beverley        
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm       
Saturday 10am to 3pm          
Ph 9646 1600

F a u n a 

Orchids                     
                      
From as early as April you will see the first of the early season orchids, the white Bunny Orchid (Eriochilus  
dilatatus). It is the first to blossom and is spread throughout the reserve. You will then have to wait until further 
rains arrive for more orchid blooms. In the meantime, the banksia flowers are spectacular.

In winter, from July there are varieties such as the cowslip orchids, snail orchids or if you are lucky there have 
been Dwarf Zebra Orchids (Caladenia pachycila) found in the reserve. 

August until October is when you will see the largest variety of orchids, including the Donkey Orchid, Sugar  
Orchid, Blue Fairy Orchid, Pink Fairy Orchid, Fringed Mantis, and Blue China Orchid. One orchid species that 
the Brooking Street Reserve has been known for is the hybrid Pink Fairy-Cowslip Orchid. This vibrant pink  
orchid is found on the ‘Cowslip Orchid Loop’ walk and does not disappoint. 

The last of the orchids in the season that you will find are through spring to early summer, the Mignonette and 
Scented Sun Orchid (Thelymitra sp). You do not need to get out of your car to see the sea of blue sun orchids, 
but don’t be fooled as they only open up while the sun is shining. 

                     
Birds                    
The sounds of the bird calls can be heard everyday from a large variety of birds. The Galah (Cacatua   
roseicapilla), magpies (Cracticus tibicen) and crested pigeons (Ocyphaps lophotes) are quite common for the 
area.                     
 
If you are fortunate you will spot the quaint Splendid Fairy wren (Malurus splendens) or Red-capped robin 
(Petroica goodenovii). Both species have declined in numbers in the area due to the reduction in remnant  
bushland in the townsite over the years.

                     
The flooded rivergum is a habitat tree and combined with fallen limbs and scrub provides for a great variety 
of animals. Small mammals like brushtail possums (Trichosurus vulpecula) and birds can be found nesting in 
these. However, introduced species and pests like foxes have severely impacted the numbers of some of the 
native mammals in the Wheatbelt. One that is considered a conservation species is the Red-tailed Phascogale 
(Phascogale calura) which has been spotted in remnant bush in the area.        
 
Walking through the reserve you may find holes and hollows from echidnas (Tachyglossus aculeatus) and if 
you are lucky the Euro kangaroos (Osphranter robustus) can sometimes be spotted as they move to higher 
ground from the Avon River.                 
 
Be on the lookout for reptiles such as the geckos, skinks and bobtails (Tiliqua rugosa) and snakes such as  
Dugite and Mulga Snake (Notechis australis).

F u n g i 
                     
Commonly overlooked are the fascinating lichens and mosses which are important to the ecosystem in the 
reserve and play a valuable role to both flora and fauna. They provide large amounts of nitrogen to the plants 
and vegetation, a source of food for the animals and habitats for insects.         
 
Another less recognised plant is the pictured bracket fungi (Ganoderma lucidum). This polypore is a   
mushroom and can be found easily due to its vibrant orange colours against the decaying brown vegetation. Not 
for human consumption 

F l o r aB a c k g r o u n d
                     
Dating back to the late 19th century this land was earmarked to be cemetery ground for the Anglican Church, 
to run adjacent to the other cemeteries on the perimeter of the reserve. However, the Anglican community had 
already acquired land for this purpose on Forrest Street and declined the Beverley Municipal Council’s offer.  
 
Mounds seen throughout the reserve are evidence of mining of the sands in the past. However, the bush has 
regenerated without any revegetation where the walk trails are located. Local children have also  enjoyed the 
bush as an adventurous playground making forts and cubbies over the years.       
 
In recent times the bushland has seen strong support toward the land being conserved and rehabilitated by 
the Beverley Naturalist Club Inc. The group have contributed many hours to the management of weeds and  
protection of the flora and fauna.

A short walk in the reserve in winter and spring will reward you with a great variety of flora, native to the Avon 
Valley. Don’t be deceived by the small area of the reserve.            
                      

                     
The Brooking Street Reserve is a sheoak woodland and is located in the Avon Flats System with alluvium 
soils. Typically found in this zone is vegetation consisting of York Gum, Flooded Gum and Sheoak.   
 
Located around the parking area are Eucalyptus rudis or Flooded Gum and Casuarina obesa or Swamp  
Sheoak more commonly found along creeks and waterways. These trees are habitat trees and provide a  
sanctuary for the native fauna in the area.              
   
Throughout your walks you will find three banksia species including the Banksia sessilis, attenuata and        
prionotes more commonly known as the Parrot bush, Candlestick and Acorn banksias. Among other species 
are the rock sheoak (Allocasuarina huegeliana) and the needle tree (hakea preissii). Beware of the prickly  
grevillea paniculata shrubs, though the flowers in spring are pretty.         
     
Although not all vegetation is in its glory every month of the year there is always something to look at. Native 
grasses such as the Kerosene grass (Aristida holothera) and plants like the Bush tucker plant (Suaeda  
australis) fill in the landscape.                
 
The south end of the reserve you will see the first revegetation with Eucalyptus wandoo or white gums by the 
Naturalist Club.

Pink Fairy-Cowslip Hybrid Orchid         Fringed Mantis Orchid                   Sugar Orchid 

Red-tailed Phascogale                                            Juvenile Dugite 

Red-capped Robin                                               Splendid Fairy wren Bracket Fungi        Moss                Lichen

Grevillea          Banksia               Hibbertia           Grevillea            Wattle   


